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UPLOADING
RECORD OF VOTES
COULD LEAD TO
MISCHIEF: ECI

Utkarsh Anand

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Election Com-
mission of India (ECI) on
Wednesday opposed a plea
demanding the immediate disclo-
sure of authenticated voter turn-
out records in the wake of alleged
delays in publishing data for the
first two phases of the ongoing
Lok Sabha elections, arguing that
such a request is not maintaina-
ble at this stage of the election
process and would potentially
disrupt the orderly conduct of the
elections. -Pn
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Disclosing vote records
could disrupt polls: EC
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In three-cornered Lok Sabha poll battle
for key U.P. seat, a distinct BSP imprint

BSP's dominance
Rajesh KaF Sing BSP chief May i carved out
A Nagar as a new dis-
AMBEDK,; R): trict from Faizabad (renamed
The Ambedkar Nagar Lok Sabha ~ Ayodhya in 2018) in September

constituency is all set to witness
a fierce three-cornered contest
in the ongoing polls, but the
imprint of the BSP — one of the
three corners — in its eastern
Uttar Pradesh stronghold is pal-
pable as all three main candi-
dates have emerged from the
laboratory of the Mayawati-led
party.

The BSP has lost
much of its sheen over
the last few years in
this constituency due
to largescale defec-
tions —something that
has opened space for
the BIP as well as the

POLL

1995 when she was the chiel
minister and named it after Dalit
icon Dr BR Ambedkar. In the
1996 Lok Sabha polls, BSP's
Ghanshyam Khawar won the
seat. In the subsequent elections
in 1998, 1999 and 2004, Maya-
wati emerged victorious from
the constituency, making it a
BSP stronghold.

In the 2007 state
elections, the BSP
swept all five assem-
bly segments of the
Lok Sabha constitu-
ency as Mayawati
wenton to form a gov-
ernment in the most

SP.TheBSPhasfielded  \NATCL populous state.

Qamar Hayat Ansari \\‘i\ ICH Despite being away
for the May 25 polling ——— from power for close
in the constituency, while the  to a dozen years, footprints of
BJP and SP have given ticketsto  the BSP government are quite

BSP turncoats Ritesh Pandey
and Lalji Verma, respectively.
Ambedkar Nagar will go to polls
in the sixth and penultimate
phase on May 25. The constitu-
ency has maximum 28% Dalit
voters, 15% Muslim, 14% Brah-
mins, 12% Kurmis and 11%
Yadavs,

visible in Akbarpur — the
administrative headquarters of
the dis|

The institutions and edifices
brought up during the BSP gov-
emment dot the landscape of the
town.

She launched a slew of devel-
opment projects, established an

AMBEDKAR NAGAR

POLLING DATE MAY 25

Once again, the BSP bounced
back in 2019 when Ritesh Pan-
deywon the seat for the party. In
the run-up to the 2022 assembly
polls, all top BSP leaders in the

Main candidates in fray district rebelled against the
Ritesh Pandey ~ (BJP) party, pmﬁns Ul;c ;gyhf_e;; lfhl’

" sweep in the polls. SP chie -
Lalji Verma & (SP) ilesh Yadav gave ticket to BSP
Qamar Hayat Ansari (BSP) turncoats who were once con-

sidered loyal to Mayawati.
PAST RESULTS
2019 polls The 3 contestants
o st b The BSP included Lalji

Cal'l-dldite Party Votes @ 28% Dalit Verma, the legislator from
I-RiteshPandey  (BSP) 564118 Katehri, who is in the Lok Sabha
>MukutBihari  (BIP) 468,238 :f”:;‘:::." pol fray on a SP ticket.

% N X in BSP's Qamar Hayat Ansariisa
3- Premnath Nishad (PSP-L) 2,390 1% Yada former chairman of Jalalpur
2014 12% Kurmi Nagar Palika Parishad in
*HariomPandey (BIP) 432008 g pighag fastr g e ekogstn

. % smanda (Muslim) community
2-Rakesh h_mjw (BSP) 292615 6% Rajput and wields considerable influ-
3- Ram Murli Verma (SP) 234,467 5% Rajbhar ence in Muslim-dominated Jalal-

4 pur area. In the run-up to the
engineering college, a medical ongoing general elections,
collegeand awomen's collegein -~ Twist and turns incumbent BSP lawmaker Ritesh

the district. Even when the Ram
Temple movement was at its
peak in early 1990s, the BSP
managed to hold its fort. “The
party that once dominated the
constituency is striving to regain
the lost ground in the 2024 elec-
tions,” Vishambhar Gupta, ares-
ident of Ramabai Nagar locality,
said,

Amid BSP's dominance, the SP
tasted its only victory in this Lok
Sabha constituency in the 2004
bypoll after Mayawati vacated
the seat. The BSP bounced back,
winning the seat again in 2009.

In the 2014 polls, BJP's Hari
Om Pandey managed to wrest
power from the Mayawati-led
party riding on the Modi wave.

Pandey defected to the BJP. He
has been fielded by the BJP. “The
fight in the constituency is
among the soldiers of the blue
brigade who worked to spread
the base of the BSP in the constit-
uency,” Abdul Siddiqui, a local,
said. “They are aware of each
other’s political tactics and so
the fight here has turned inter-

esting. Lalji Verma led the fight
for the BSP in the successive
assembly and Lok Sabha elec-
tions. Rakesh Pandey, the father
of the BJP candidate Ritesh Pan-
dey, was once a close aide of BSP
chief Mayawati.”

The issues

All three parties have mobilised
their resources in the constitu-
ency. On May 18, Akhilesh Yadav
addressed a rally here and hit
out at the BIP. "Unemployment
and inflation have increased
under the NDA, The electoral
bonds scam has exposed the BJP
and it is playing the communal
card to polarise voters,” he
alleged.

SP candidate Lalji Verma
invoked socialist ideologue Ram
Manohar Lohia, saying: “In the
birth place of Lohia, both the fol-
lowers of Lohia and Ambedkar
have joined hands for SP's win.”

Hitting out at the SP and the
BSP, Ritesh Pandey said: “Both
the parties have dumped the ide-
ology of Ambedkar and Lohia."

On defections of top leaders,
BSP state unit chief Vishwanath
Pal said: “Before the polls, a new
line of young leaders raised from
the cadre began working witha
missionary zeal. We are working
to regain the lost ground.”
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Political choice has a
benefit quotient in
UP aspirational dists

Gaurav Salgal

Gaurav igalg iiive com

SIDDHARTHNAGAR: Managing
daily chores has become easier
for Saroj, 32, who now hasa ap
to fill waaler and an LPG gas stove
to cook food in her two-room
pucca house in Chauhatia village
of UP's Siddharthnagar. These
amenitics alsomake life smooth
for several other families in the
village.

“Kirchen work has become
easier, Earlier, water was availa-
ble through handpump while
eooking was done on a“chulha’
(wood stove made of mud).
Water coming out of the tap.. T
have seen it here only, and not
even at my maternil house.”
remarked a politically updated
Sarol, a mether of two, with a
smile on her face.

Siddharthnagar, ane of the
eight aspirational districts in
Uttar Pradesh. hos 1,19.527
Ujjwala beneficinry families who
ol wood stoves replaced with
LPG system. Besides, 3374596
Tamilies in the rural pockeis
e got tap water connections.
The Ujjwala and Har Ghar Inl
schemes, along with the PM
Awas Yojna that covered over
25000 familles in Siddharthna-
gar in the post few years have
changed lives and poli-
tics too.

“Almost all from our
village will east our vote
early in themoming on
May 25, This is becaise
eleaning of the house,
storing drinking water
and cooking are done
quickly,” the woman
[rom the OBC comimu-
nity quipped.

Politicians and partics havea
different tnke on campaigning in
these districts. They call it the
“beneficiary connect”, which is
high on agenda on the ground,
and in ratlies 1o,

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, s part of his concluding
remarks in speeches, makes the
beneficiary connect. asking the
gathering to spread the word
about three crore more PM Awas
‘Yojuna houses to be bullt in his
TIEXT [enure.

“Alter June 4, the PM Surya
Scheme will be expanded 1o
Dirdig down power bills o zeo n
‘Thouses via solar power connec-
tions." the PM mentioned during
‘tis Nari Shakt meeting at Vara-
s on My 21

Chulahi Yadav, 57, former
pradhan of the Chauhatta vil-
lage, who has been instrumental
in helping villagers get LPG eyl-
Inders under Ufjwala scheme
and pucea houses under housing
scheme, said: “People recognise
me more than anyone. This is
because | helped them get bene-
Tits under varlous schemes.”

Indravati Devi of Rampur

Sara] with her gas stove in her house. HT
(POLLING IN 2019 3
Constituency  electors votes  turnout (%)
Bahraich 729908 99013 57.24
Shrawasti 1914730 00739 5208
Chandauli 756837 1086193 6183
Fatehpur 1839312 1044489 5679

Banda 702024 103492 60.8
Domariyaganj 1885433 985330 5226
Robertsganj 1723538 988804 5737

\up 146134603 86531972 59.21

Nankar village in Siddharthna-
gar is another beneficiary who
was preparing sweets fora small
gathering in her house, when
tesam HT reached her place. “The
gasstove has made cooking eas-
ier nnd quicker. To prepare
sweels for 25 people, it
will takoe just over hal-an-
hour. With the wood
stove earlier, smoke cre-
ated problems” she
ed.

El

Siddharthnagar has
400,616 families that
were 1o be provided clean
drinking water via tap
connections, Under the
Jal Jivan Mission, 3,37,496 have
got it touching 20,24 676 individ-
uals in the rural pocket of the
district or 54.24% of the target,
according to data tll May 10,
2024, In eight aspirntional dis-

ment of sociology, st University
of Lucknow.

Among Ufjwala beneficinries,
Balramput that is part of Shrav-
astl Lok Sabha constltuency, hiss
136189 beneficiaries, Sonebhi-
drm thatis partof Robertsgan] LS
constituency has 78406 benefi-
ciaries. Fatehpur 76,020, Chit-
rakoot 62,584, Stddharthnagar,
part of Domarivagan] LS eonstit-
vency, has 118527, Bohraich
270745, Chandauli 96354 and
Shravasti 94.627 beneficiaries.
Under the Ujjwala schemse, there
are 9,394,452 beneficiaries in
aspirational districts,

"The change has made our
lives bitter,” sald Ramnarayan,
anather villager in Siddharthna-

gar.

“The list of beneliciary fami-
lies is managed by a separate
team that reaches out 1o them
busrpher

tricts, 26,30,]8F (]
be provided wp connections,
and tll now 22.37.070 fumilies
heave got it. Like PM Mol chiel
minister Yogi Adityanath makes
ita point o include these fimneres
in his speeches thint cover aspra-
tional and other districts,

By Maty 10, 2,65.305 Eamilies in
Balrampur got tap water con-
nections, 4,958,520 in Bahraich,
2,46,745 in Chandali, 1,59 904
in Chitrakoot, 337 680 in Fateh-
pur, 153,061 in Shravasti and
2,28,058 in Sonebhadm, accord-
ingt 1o datis from Jal Jivan Mis-
sion, Utar Pradesh,

Political sclence terms such
voters s those "who go by visi-
bility.”

“Such voters Hve In today and
decide vote preferences by what
they get oday. i could be benefit
of drinking water at doorstep or
W gas stove connection in
kichen," sakd Dr Saro) Kumar
Dhal, assistant professor, depart-

in an indirect
wisy. For the ruling party, it is 10
vemmind the voter of the benefits,
and for opposition, it could be
turgeting how benefits have not
renched all.” said a poll strategist
warking in Siddharthnagar for a

Arty.

“If you walk o such vorers
about the future, they won't
respand much as they look anly
o what they getat present. Just
as i child would love to have a
toy to play, ignorant of the toil
his father would put in to get
thant tey,” sadd Dr Dhal,

“Shravasti ramks amongst
Indiz’s most underdeveloped
districts on several parnmeters,
Here, 96 of every 1,000 children
dle weithin a year of birth, much
mare than UP's average of 63
deaths per 1000 births,” said
state Congress spokesperson.

Among 12 aspirational dis-
tricts selected by Nid Ayog in
2018 in India, eight are in UP,
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ishads key pl
flows through

No party can afford to ignore the
riverine community, which has a
decisive say in 37 parliamentary
constituencies, 27 of which will vote
in the sixth and seventh phases of
the ongoing Lok Sabha election

Rajesh Kumar Singh
rajesh singh@hindustantimes.com

PRAYAGRAJ/ SULTANPUR/ SANT
KABIR NAGAR: Key poll players are
leaving no stone unturned to woo
the riverine community of Nishads
and their associated sub-castes in
eastern Uttar Pradesh in the hope of
sailing to victory in the ongoing Lok
Sabha elections with their support.

The riverine community has a
decisive say in 37 parliamentary
constituencies, 27 of which will vote
in the sixth and seventh phases of
the current election.

Currently categorised as OBCs,
the Nishads are secking inclusion in
the Scheduled Castes and the Nishad
party, led by Uttar Pradesh
fisheries minister Sanjay
Nishad, is spearheading the
cause.

In particular, the polls in
recent decades have high-
lighted the electoral impor-
tance of this community.
The 2022 Uttar Pradesh
assembly election was one
such democratic exercise at
the hustings that put the
Nishads in the spotlight.

Inrecognition of the riv-
erine community’s vital role, Con-
gress general secretary Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra had launched the
“Nadi Adhikar Yatra” in support of
the riverine Nishad community's
rightsto water resources from Bas-
war village, 15 km south of Prayagraj
city on the Yamuna riverbank,
before the 2022 Uttar Pradesh
assembly election.

The yatra set the tone for the fight
among the Congress, Bharatiya Jan-
ata Party (BJP), Samajwadi Party
(SP) and the Bahujan Samaj Party
for the riverine community votes
comprising OBCs and 22 influential
sub-castes like Nishads, Mallah,
Kewal, Binds, Kashyaps and Nishads
in the 2022 assembly election ineast
Uttar Pradesh.

In a counter-ploy, the BIP
launched “kamal nauka rallies”
along the Ganga and Yamuna river-
banks, highlighting its government’s
welfare schemes for the community.

Besides, the BIP allotted seats to
its ally the Nishad party and won a
second successive term with an
absolute majority, The Nishad
party’s tally of seats increased from
onein 2017 to six in 2022, The win-
ners included Sanjay Nishad's son
Sarvan Nishad who bagged the

POLL
WATCH

Hindustan Times

Boatmen belonging to Nishad community ferrying pilgrims and tourists across the Ganga in Prayagraj.

Chauri-Chaura seat. Sanjay Nishad's
elder son Praveen Nishad won the
Sant Kabir Nagar Lok Sabha seat in
2019.

“The riverine community has
been demanding inclusion in the
scheduled caste category for several
years.” says Prashant Trivedi, faculty
atthe Giri Institute of Development
Studies, Lucknow.

All the major political parties
‘have promised them the SC status
but the matter is still pending, he
adds,

The community is fighting for its
rights at two levels -- mobilizing
under the banner of the Nishad
party and seeking assistance from
other parties where the Nishad
party’s presence is negligible.

Residing near rivers, the commu-
nity has a sizeable presence in sev-
eral districts of East Uttar Pradesh.
Majority of community members
are with the Nishad party. But in
several constituencies, they support
other parties if the candidates of
their caste are contesting on other
parties’ symbols, he says

As the vote of the community is
decisive on several seats, all the
political parties are working to win
their support, Trivedi says.

“Thedemand for the SC status is
hbeing raised for the last 20 years and
the main criterion for it is untoucha-
bility. Riverine community mem-
bers assert that they are associated
with Nishadraj whose valour is men-
tioned in the epic Ramayana. Since
there is no caste discrimination
against them, the community is not
likely to get the SCstatus on techni-
cal grounds, The leaders of the com-
munity should focus on other issues
for economic empowerment —
rights to water resources, land and
pond patta. The Nishad commu-
nity's agenda should be broadened,”
he says.

The community has a strong
presence in the Prayagarj , Devi
Patan , Gorakhpur and Varanasi

divisions, says NK Sinha, a political
observer.

Around 22 sub-castes, including
Nishad, Kewat, Mallah, Bind, Kahar,
Kashyap, Dhimar, Raikwar, Turaiha,
Batham, Bhar, Rajbhar, Dhiwar,
Prajapati, Kumahar, Manjhi and
Machua, are demanding inclusion
in the SC category, Sinha says.

“They are a dominant force in the
river basin area that passes through
Central and East UP and no political
party can ignore them,” he adds

Puring the SP regime, the then
chiel minister Mulayam Singh
Yadav and later the present chief
minister Yogi Adityanath sent rec-
ommendations to the central gov-
ernment their reclassification from
OBCtoSC, Sinha says

Even as the campaign for the
2024 Lok Sabha election is in full
swing in Prayagraj (Allahabad Lok
Sabha constituency), silence prevails
at Baswar village.

A resident Chander Nishad says,
“The parties made several promises
in the 2019 Lok Sabha election and
the 2022 assembly polls, but the
community’s problems have not
been resolved. In the 2022 assembly
election, we supported BJP candi-
date Piyush Ranjan Nishad who won
the Karchana seat.”

Sand mining banis a key concern
of the commumity.

In 2013, the National Green Tribu-
nal stopped the extraction of sand
from rivers using heavy machinery,
but big contractors continued the
mining activities. The Nishad com-
munity residing on the riverbanks
used small boats for mining but in
June 2019, the government banned
the use of these small boats, too, in
sand mining and action was taken
against the community involved in
sand mining.

“We are demanding mining con-
tracts for our livelihood, but there is
no response from the government,”
Chander Nishad says.

Vandana Nishad, who led the

PHOTO: ANILKUMAR MAURYA/HT

Nadi Yatra with Priyanka Gandhi,
says the fall in earnings from the
fisheries business, ferrving of pas-
sengers and goods on boats and ban
on sand mining has hit the riverine
community’s earnings.

Another villager Gyan Chand
Nishad says there are 7% Nishad vot-
ers in Allahabad Lok Sabha constit-
uency and 7% in the neighbouring
Phulpur constituency (both in Pray-
agraj district).

“Our community’s vote is deci-
sive. There is a division of Nishad
votes between NDA and INDIA in
2024 Lok Sabha election but a
majority of the votes will go to the
BJP candidate,” he says.

On the northern periphery of the
district, 35 km from Prayagraj city,
Shringverpur village is humming
with activity as hundreds of labou-
rers place pink stand stone lahs
around the 5l-feet-high statue of
Lord Ram and Nishadaraj on a high
platform. This a holy place for Hin-
dus, particularly the Nishads.

According to the epic Ramayana,
Lord Ram, Sita and Lakshman
arrived at this place o the Gangaon
their way to forest exile,

The local king Nishadraj ferried
them across the river in his boat.

“The development of Shringver-
pur Dham is a matter pride for Nish-
ads. Ouridentity and legacy will be
glorified as thousands of peaple
from across the country will visit
here t seek blessings of Lord Ram
and Nishadraj,” says Nanhe Nishad,
resident of Shringverpur.

Mohammad Mansur Ali, who
runs a bike service center, says
Nishad party chief Sanjay Nishad
has given call for removal of the
mosque loeated in the premises of
the Nishadraj fort.

“It might disturb communal har-
meony in the area. The NDA is trying
to polarize voters on the mosque
issue to get the Nishad community
votes in the 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tion,” he says.

ayers as riversutra
U.P’s poll terrain

Another resident Shiv Dularey
Nishad says, “Development projects
have been launched for the riverine
community. Our income will
increase with the flow of pilgrims
and tourists at the (Shringverpur)
Dham. The riverine community will
support the NDA government.”

At the Nishad-dominated village
of Chatnag, residents village ferry
pilgrims o the Sangam n boats for
religious rituals and a dip at the con-
fluence of the Ganga, the Yamuna
and the mythical Saraswati.

Dinesh Yadav is angry over “the
protection given to the contractors
by the state government.”

“We toil hard all day, but are paid
merely Rs 2000 whereas contractors
are earning in lakhs, The state gov-
ernment should protectour rights to
improve our livelihood,” he says.

Around 104 km from Prayagraj,
the Samajwadi Party has fielded
Ram Bhuwal Nishad against former
Union minister and BJP candidate
Maneka Gandhi in Sultanpur Lok
Sabha constituency. She is seeking
her second term from the seatand
ninth overall,

The SP is working on its PDA
(backward- Dalit- Muslim) formula
to mobilise the support of the OBCs
along with riverine community con-
stituting around 8% voters.

A resident of Gerakhpur, Ram
Bhuwal Nishad, a former BSP minis-
ter, wiclds influence over Nishads
and is expected to get the support of
other OBCs.

Maneka Gandhi is working on the
support of OBCs, Dalits and upper
caste ina bid to retain the seat.

The residents of riverine commu-
nity dominated Ram Bankata vil-
lage, 20 km east of Sultanpur, are
divided over their support 1o the BIP
and the SP.

After crossing the Sarvu river,
Nishad party chief Sanjay Nishad's
stronghold, the Sant Kabir Nagar
Lok Sabha constituency represented
by his son Praveen Nishad, is 150 km
from Sultanpur.

Sitting BJP MP Praveen Nishad is
pitted against Laxmikant alias
Pappu Nishad of the SP and Nadeem
Ashraf of the BSP.

In Bhadohi, Nishad party’s MLA
from Majhwa Vinod Bind is contest-
ing on the BJP ticket against Trina-
mool Congress candidate Lalitesh
Pati Tripathi. The BIP dropped its
sitting MP Ramesh Bind, prompting
him to join the SP and contest the
Mirzapur Lok Sabha seat against
‘Apna Dal (Sonelal) chief and Union
minister Anupriva Patel, an NDA
ally.,

Sanjay Nishad is highlighting the
NDA government’s efforts to grant
SCstatus to the riverine community
and schemes launched by the BIP
led Uttar Pradesh government for
economic empowerment of the
community.
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Kabir’s message of unity lost in poll campaign cacophony

The election here is all
about caste, and the one
who gets the matrix right,
will emerge winner, say
locals

Manish Chandra Pandey

is clearly lost in the cacophony
of political campaigns.

"Like at most places, the elec-
tion here is all about caste, and
the one who gets the matrix
right, would emerge a winner,”
explained Mangulal Kannaujia,
a dalit from Bakhira locality
dominated by the Nishads or

manish pandey @htlive.com

SANT KABIR NAGAR : Amid the
campaign din, the peaceful set-
ting on the banks of river Aami
in Maghar town here is a picture
of a welcome contrast, where a
temple and a mosque have
co-existed in perfect harmony
along with Kabir's mausoleum
and "samadhi’.

Saint Kabir, who grew upina
family of Muslim weavers but
became a disciple of Hindu saint
Ramananda, chose to spend his
last days in this town, apparently
to dispel the myth that ‘those
dying in Maghar rotted in hell’,
said Rajendra Das, priest of the
Kabir Samadhi.

It was from here at Maghar
that Prime Minister Narendra
Modi launched his
2019 Lok Sabha cam-
paign to underline
the importance of
the place, which is a
prime destination of
‘Kabirpanthis’
(believers in Kabir).

“Jaat nahin Jagd-
ish ki, Harijan ki
kahan se hoye, jaat
paat ke beech mein, doab raha
sansar (the Almighty and his
‘mortals have no caste, the world
is embroiled in the class, status
divide),” reads one of the many
Kabir couplets on way to his
‘Mahaparinirwan Sthal’ or the
place where he breathed his last.

But it doesn't take long to fig-
ure out that Kabir's message of
communal and caste unity now

ONTHE
GROUND

of the riverine com-
munity.

“These politicians see us no
more than caste vote banks.
Kabir Das ji was for communal
amity and would criticise all ill
practices,” said Kannaugjia, as he
recited another Kabir couplet to
make his point.

“Sadhu bhaya toh ka bhaya,
bole nahin vichar, hatey parai
atma jeebh baandhi tarwaar
(what good is the saint who
speaks without thinking. He
hurts another soul with a tongue
as sharp as sword),” Kannaujia
said, citing Kabir to indicate how
the message from the saint’s
couplets that are packed with
deep meaning is completely lost
on politicians.

“I often come here to the
Kabir Samadhi and
meditate. 1 find
peace in the tran-
quil settings here.
But outside, it's alto-
gether different,”
agreed Manish Rai,
a pharmacistin the
district named after
the illustrious saint.

The BJP has
repeated its sitting MP Pravin
Nishad, a mechanical engineer
and son of BJP's ally Nishad
party chief Sanjay Nishad,a min-
ister in Yogi 2.0, against Samaj-
wadi Party's Laxmikant alias
Pappu Nishad, who belongs to
Nishad-dominated Mehdawal
assembly segment of Sant Kabir
Nagar Lok Sabha constituency.
The BSP has fielded Nadeem

The Kabir Samadhi temple in Maghar town of Sant Kabir Nagar.
MANISH CHANDRA PANDEY/HT PHOTQ

Ashraf, a Muslim, but going by
the popular view, it's going to be
astraight Nishad vs Nishad con-
test here, a first in decades.

The contest has its own mean-
ing given the fact that in 2018
Lok Sabha by-poll. it was Pravin
Nishad, the SP pick who, backed
by the BSP and RLD, had
defeated the BJP in Gorakhpur,
the reason why the BJP was
quick to make amends and win
over Nishad Party chief Sanjay
Nishad in 2019 Lok Sabha polls.
Ever since, the SP has been push-
ing hard to counter the Nishad
Party with its own riverine can-
didates - an element that makes
the Nishad vs Nishad contest
more interesting.

“Oblivious to the saint’s teach-
ings, the theory that these par-
ties are banking on is to hold on
to their base vote and attract oth-
ers,” said Kannaujia, a graduate
who runs his own general mer-
chant shop in the locality.

A short distance away, Pravin

“This is perhaps a first in a
long while when none of the
mainstream parties have fielded
any Brahmins, who barring a
couple of polls, either emerged
winner or fared within the two
next best candidates ever since
this constituency came into
being in 2008," explained Jyotir
Dube, a retired teacher from
Khalilabad Bank Road area.

Bakhira is part of Mehdawal,
from where SP-Congress joint
candidate Laxmikant Nishad
‘Pappu’ hails from.

Dubbing Pravin Nishad as a
‘bahari (outsider)', Pappu’s cam-
paign group also includes Brah-
mins and Muslims, “It's time
Sant Kabir Nagar joins the clam-
our for change,” he said during
the campaign.

“The outsider charge is a
bogus one. | am getting my
house constructed here. In the
last five years, my opponents
couldn’t find anything against

NISHAD VS NISHAD

CONTEST

» The BIP has repeated its
sitting MP Pravin Nishad,
amechanical engineer
and son of BJP'sally
Nishad party chief Sanjay
Nishad, aminister in Yogi
20, against SP's
Laxmikant alias Pappu
Nishad, who belongs to
Nishad-dominated
Mehdawal assembly
segment of Sant Kabir
Nagar Lok Sabha
constituency.
The BSP has fielded
Nadeem Ashraf, a
Muslim, but going by the
popular view, it's going
to be astraight Nishad vs.
Nishad contest here, a
first in decades.

by party chief Mayawati in many
east UP seats like Ambedkar
Nagar, Shravasti, Maharajganj,
Domariaganj and Azamgarh in
constituencies where Muslim-
OBC or Muslim-Dalit equations
are at play.

Laxmikant doesn’t waste time
in dubbing the BSP as the ‘BIP's
B team'. But this isn't part of the
larger political discourse here as
the contest and thus the conse-
quent political slugfest is largely
limited to BJPand SP-Congress.

Campaigning in Sant Kabir
Nagar despite ch head of his

paign. Sant Kabir Nagar along
with 13 other constituencies in
UP goes to polls in the sixth
phase on May 25. UP BIP general
secretary (organisation) Dhar-
ampal Singh also visited the area
to finalise party strategy in this
seat where subtle psychalogical
ploys are also being attempted
by candidates. If SP is hurling the
‘bahari’ charge at BIP pick, the
BIP has deployed its ally Sanjay
Nishad to convey to the riverine
community the ‘clout’ he wields
in the government.

“Mantri ji ko bhi alag se heli-
copter mila hai ... samaj ye dekh-
kar khush hota hai ki unke beech
ka aadmi aaj bade netaon ke bar-
abar hai (the minister has also
got a helicopter. The society feels
happy to see one of their own
having risen to such position of
authority),” said Shravan Kewat,
who was seen attending a rally
by Sanjay Nishad.

“You must decide if you need
an MP who belongs to ‘vyava-
haar wali sarkaar’ or one who
belongs to ‘talwaar wali sarkaar’.
The call is yours,” Nishad had
been saying in his rallies,

Sant Kabir Nagar has rarely, if
ever, elected the same candidate
consecutively, the reason why
the SP-Congress candidate is
buoyant. But the BJP is banking
on its “educated” candidate and
the party’s heavy-duty cam-
paign. “A Modi rally on Sant
Kabir Nagar-Basti border is just

rally, Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav said, "I have
heard that people are not going
torallies of rival parties and are
even making cops sit among

Nishad is in Bakh-
ira, a Nishad locality along with
two locally influential Brahmin
leaders - BJP lawmaker Anil Tri-
pathi and former lawmaker Dig-
viiay Narain alias Jai Chaube.

me, so they are trying to invent
ing. Thi: they are
panicking,” Pravin countered.
Interestingly, BSP'S Nadeem
Ashraf, who is pitching BSP as
the best alternative, is among
those Muslim candidates fielded

in plain clothes.”

The BJPis mounting a heavy-
duty campaign in the area with
Union home minister Amit Shah
scheduled toarrive in Sant Kabir
Nagar on the last dav of the cam-

the last: te push that BIP
pick needs to cross the line
here,” said Shyam Dev, a sweet-
meat seller, adding he would
offer sweets on discount on June
4,ifhis party’s candidate wins.

In 2009, BSP's Bhishma
Shankar Tiwari had won from
here, in 2014 it was BJP's Sharad
Tripathi while in 2019 it was
Pravin Nishad who won on BJP
symbol from here.
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Ask star campaigners to play by
the book, EC tells BJP, Congress

Rejects Stand Of Both Parties Defending Speeches In Violation Of MCC

Bhartilaindtimesgroup.com

New Delhi: Rejecting the de-
fence of both BJP and Congress
for utterances of their star cam-
paigners in violation of the med-
el code of conduct., Election
Commission on  Wednesday
asked the presidents of both par-
ties to direct their star cam-
paigners to refrain from making
any statements that may aggra.
vate commumnal or caste differ-
enees,

Stating that India’s socio-cul-
turnl milien was on enduring pre-
serveand could not be made a casu-
alty of elections, EC in separmte let-
ters to BuJP chief J P Nadda and
Congress president Malllkarjun
Kharge said the two parties were
not allowed to weaken the heritage
of quality electoral experience of
Indian voters

While pointing 1o extra re-
sponsibility shouldered by the
party in office to keep up the level
of discourse during poll time, EC
added thnt even the opposition
could not be allowed unlimited ex-
tra space. “The utterances of the
concerned star campaigners fol-

‘it s expected of you to use the strength of your office and intra-party consultations
to advisefeounseloblige lsted star campaigners of your party to be careful in their
campaign utterances and correct their discourses, EC said in its communication to

Narda and Kharge

low patterns and create narren-
tives which can be damaging be-
yond the model code period,” it
noted.

In its letter to Nadda, EC asked
him to direct his party’s star com-
paigners to avoid religious or com
miunal overtones in their campaign
speeches, It asked him to ensure
that star campalgnets did not make
speeches that divided society.

EC's eommunication follows o
nothoe issued to BJP eadier in the
wake of opposition's complaint
that PM Modi had made a divisive
speech in Banswara, Rajasthan. In
his reply, Nadds hasd maintained
that the statements of BJP's star
campaigners relied on fcts Lo ex.
pose the “mal-intent™ of Congress
to the nanthon.

A notice was sent simultane

TIMES VIEW: itisgoodthat
the EC has asked major parties,
especially thelr star campaigners,
torefrain from using language
with religious and communal
overtones. Such conduct lowers
the quality of electoral discourse
and ralses negative sentiments
among the public. Howaver, it
would have been better if this
direction had come earlier,
considering that the notices were
sent almost a month ago and only
two phases of polling remain. The
rhetoric meanwhile has
continued, as the EC order notes,

ously to Kharge against utterances
of Congress's siar campaigners in
violation of the model code EC
asked him todirect stnr cnmpnign-
ers (o avold utierances that may
create mutunl hatred or tension
along communal, religiousorcaste
lines. Itasked him to tell the party's
star campaigners not togive a false
impression that the Constitution
may be abolished or changed:
Some Congress leaders had made
such references while qoestion
ing the Agnipath schema
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Teacher,
posted as
polling officer,
suspended for
‘clicking selfie
inside booth’

PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA
LCHNON MAY 22

AN ASEISTANT teacher posted a5
a pailling officer in Hamirpur Sor
thee Lok Salsha edections has been
susprended for ccorg.a seifee 1
ade the polling beoth

Ashiech Kumar Arya, an assis
tank tracher at Girls Primary
school. Umrl in Muskara
Dessebopeme it Block m Hamirpur
sy, wes dephoyd on dury s
Pl g OFced First) al pofling
cration 112 of Shri Widya Mander
Infer College, Hamirpur, LFs
{haef Fhectonal Offier Baedeep
Rirvwa saidl in 4 statement an
Tueeschay, Rirwa said that it is al-
Jegeed that Arya ook seifies with
his mobile phoe ard took: pho
texzraphe of woters on the day of
wuting which isa clear vickalon
of e ipcstructians of the Eeclion
Commisshon

e st thiak chuae 8o Lhis. "ser
ous viokation”, the Dstrict Basic
Eifsication Oifscer of Hamsrpur
has suspenided Arya and has at
rached b no the Block resourre
rentre i Muskara,

The Bliock Fucation Officer
Headquarters has been desig
nateed as the mmvestigabg oflice
o probee the matter, the state
el sand. The Chief Electonal
Officer has cautipned the pﬂ.l"lll};
personnel to strictly follow e
iredructions of the commission |
during the election progess and
wvnid amy kind of mappropnate
actwities, it sanl.
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ltio legal mandate to upload
Form 17C, EC informs SC

DAMININATH
NEWDELHI, MAY 22

RESPONDING T0 4 plea for up-
Inading woter turnout data
polling station-wise, onits weh-
Ste at the close of poiling day, the
Flection Commission told the
:‘.uprrrnntulm\'\ﬁ-dm'sd.lyeh.u
it cannot upload Form I7C

which is the record of votss
polled at a polling station, be-
Cause there is no legal mandate
o give it to anynne other thap

(¢ and their agents,
OnMay 17, the top court had
asked the EC to submit 4 re-
3ponsc 1o a petition by
Association for Demoeratie
Reforms, which asked for
UEDON PAGE 2

«No legal mandate to upload Form
17C, EC informs Supreme Court

scanned copees of Form T7Ctobe
uphoaded on the EC website as
500 as polling conchudes,

In its respense, the EC un-
derlined the difference be-
bween the statutory disclosure
of the number of vates
recorded in cach polling sta-
tion ini the form of Form 17C
and its non-statutory, volun-
tary disclosure of voter turnout
on polling day in the form of
press releases and its Voter

Lapp.
_ “Irissubmitted that thereis
no legal mandate to provide
the Farm 17C to any person
other than the candidate or his
agent,” the EC said.

Undier Rubes 495 and S6C of
the Conduct of Election Rules,

onalive basis. The information
im Part-fl Farm 17C, of the total
votes recorded. is set in stome. it
said, Part-ll of Form 17Cs filled
on counting day, with the |
number of votes counted.
“...awholesome disclasure
of Form 17C is amenable to
mischief and witiation of (the)
entire electoral space. At the |
moment. the original Form 17C |
is only availabie in the Strong |
Room and a copy only with the
is bears... indiscriminate dis-
closure, public posting on the
website increased the possibil-
ity of the images being mor-
phed, including the counting
tesults which then can creare
wl{lﬂh«ﬂ public discomfort

1961, the presiding pre-
pares an account of votes
recorded n Part-1 of Form 17C
and makes it available 1o every
polling agent present at the
chose of the poil.

The EC said th

toral processes,” the EC said

It said the EC adopted an IT
platform for release of woter
turnout data in 2014. This re-
flected the data captured

work had “held the field for the
last 60 years” and any change
wiould require an amendment
to the framework itself,

It saad it issues two press re-
leases on polling day, including
one at 1145 pm that takes into
account the time taken for
mast polling parties to return.
The next day the records are
scrutinised in the presence of
candidates and the Voter
Turnout app reflects the data

through Ty SOUTCes
and fed in by data operators.

Asector magistrate. who s
responsible for eight to 10
polling stations, has been
given additional responsibil-
ity to collect voter turnout
data in percentages from

ling stations. This informa-
tion is collected orally or
through WhatsApp/SMS, It
added thar the Voter Turnout
app provides tentative or pro-
wisional data,

10



THER Y31 ) A6 3 fRie: 23 98, 2024

Indian Express

BJP seeks verification

of voters cla

EXPRESSMEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHIMRY 22
ADELEGATION of BJs Dedhi wing
called o the Cheef Election Officer
(CEO) on ‘Wednesday and re-
guested “verification and cross-
checking” of the idenity of bunga-
dlad volers.at every polliing sLaton
on May 25. This comes after BJP
candidate from  Hyderabad,
Madhavi Latha, visited polling
honths to check identities of the
vobers in purdah on May 13

The delegation cormprised for-
mier MLAs Ajay Mahawar, Mohan
Sanggh Bisht and Jitender Mahajan
aongwath the in-charge of BJFs
legal cell, Meeraj Gupta. “In ac-
cordance with ECI's rubes, we
request that you deploy ade-
quate female polling officers
and female security personnel
at every polling booth to verify
and cross-check (dentities of
burgo-clad voters,” they said ina

d in burqa

mermeandum tothe CROL it stated
that the rexquest has beenput Erth
o prevent “anti-snoial” and " ant-
dhermicratic” alerments from “ng-
ging votes", adding the stef wis
naedied to e a “leved playing
fiedel ™

Mahawar sasd, “The CED has
assured us he willl work onwhae-
ever is the best legal option inthis
ratter and will try to prevert any
il nf fakee et

Spurces at the (ECPsoffice said
arrangemenits can be made to de-
oy fizmalle officers to check the
identities of bunga-clad wormenin
a2 separats enclosure,

A per the memorandum:
“This step is also being requested,
hearing in mine langer public m-
terest, especially In such
Farliamentary constituencies
where the number of buma-dad/
pardaneshin’ women vobers 15
hagh, It besars ienticn that buirga
chad] ‘porrianmsiuin’ voters 1um up
inlarge numbers on polfing day.

11
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2024 LS elections have 8,360

candldates highest since
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